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In 2023, we will mark the twentieth anniversary of the passing of the lesbian activist, writer and 

philosopher Monique Wittig, as well as the fiftieth anniversary of the publication of her Corps 

lesbien, with a two-part international conference. Hosted by the Department of French at the 

University of California – Berkeley and the Institut des Études Genre at the Université de Genève, 

this conference seeks to encourage new directions in scholarship on Wittig and to stimulate 

transatlantic and international exchange about her. We are guided in this by the spirit of Wittig’s 

own life, split between Europe and North America, and the bilingual corpus she left us with. 

The reception of Wittig’s work has been divided both temporally and linguistically. A first period, 

from the late 1960s to the mid-1990s, saw her influence spread throughout Europe and North 

America. She initially made her name as a novelist identified with the Nouveau Roman, then as an 

activist and theorist within the women’s liberation movement. These indissociable literary and 

political projects led her work to become one of the foundational building-blocks of postmodern 

feminism and queer theory in the United States. There followed a relative decline in scholarly 

attention paid to her ideas. But in the past decade, a reinvigorated enthusiasm for Wittig on both 

sides of the Atlantic and elsewhere has emerged, opening a second moment of reception. One goal 

of this conference is to connect these two periods, to historicise the waxing and waning of interest 

in Wittig’s work. Another is to assess the stakes of contemporary reception of that work both within 

and outwith academia. In our context of revitalised feminist and lesbian activism, this task is all 

the more compelling. 

This conference will also bring together Wittig’s divided linguistic reception: scholars working  in 

French and English, primarily, but also in other languages. Indeed, both assessments of and 

questions for Wittig’s work have differed starkly across languages during the past six decades. It 

is our hope to bridge this gap, too, by bringing together scholars from across the world. By 

convening an international conversation on Wittig’s work, we also seek to explore how Wittig’s 

thought resonates with contemporary gender, sexual, racial and postcolonial politics, and how it 

might reorient current debates. Our hope is that these discussions might move us beyond the 

traditional oppositions that have long structured reception of Wittig’s work 

(materialism/postmodernism, constructivism/essentialism, lesbianism/queerness).  

The publishing history of Wittig’s writings and their reprinting remains to be written, and we hope 

to receive proposals on this subject. Her collaboration with her French and American publishers, 

notably Minuit, Balland and P.O.L. and Beacon Press, witnessed by the correspondence found in 

her archives at Yale University, are a rich source for scholarly exploration. 

In recent years, scholars have mined numerous new veins in Wittig’s work: religion,i racialisation,ii 

translation,iii play,iv humour,v anti-identitarianism as a literary practice,vi connections with 

transidentities,vii intellectual history,viii French universalism,ix utopian and radical imaginaries,x 



discursive violence,xi among many others. We seek papers that further develop our understanding 

in those areas, or expand into new territory. Her theatre, her relationship to anarchism and 

Marxism,xii adaptations of her work in the visual arts, reception studies, her influence on feminist 

and lesbian movements in and outside of France and the United States, her political theory of 

language and her relationship to the Nouvelle Critique of the 1960s, her materialist approach to 

lesbian identity, and so on. We also welcome proposals for art projects (performances, screenings, 

art exhibits, etc.).  

Please submit 250-word abstracts and brief bios to Ty Blakeney, William M. Burton, Ilana Eloit, 

Carolina Topini and Agnès Vannouvong via this Google Form by 9th September 2022. Proposals 

and presentations may take place in English or French. If you have any questions, please contact 

us via email at wittig2023@gmail.com.   

The Berkeley leg of the conference will take place on 17th–18th March 2023 and the Geneva one, 

on 19th–21st June of that year  
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